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Maundy Thursday 

April 9, 2020 
 

This Service of The Tenebrae is just under an hour-long service of worship.  It is an 
adaptation of an early fourth century service traditionally sung during Holy Week.  It is a 
meditation on the shadows that gradually grew darker and finally enveloped Christ in 
darkness as he journeyed towards the Cross. It features the gradual extinguishing of 
candles, symbolic of the abandonment of Jesus by his friends and enemies alike, leading 
to the final isolation of Jesus on the cross.   
 
 

Order of Service 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP:                                                      

(As the sanctuary is darkened) 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it....He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him… While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may 
become children of light.”  ~John 1:1-5, 10; 12:36 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 
OPENING PRAYER:                                                       

Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
 
PEOPLE:  AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
Leader:  Let us pray: 

Most gracious God, look with mercy upon your family gathered here for 
whom our Lord Jesus Christ was betrayed, given into violent hands, and 
suffered death upon a cross.  Strengthen our faith and forgive our betrayals 
as we enter into the way of his passion.  Through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
THE FIRST READING:                                       
  

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 
way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they answered 
him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’ He 
asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the 
Messiah.’  And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.  Then he 
began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by authorities, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning 
and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 
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For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 
Then Jesus called to the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. ~ Mark 8: 27-34 

(The first candle extinguished.) 
 
 

THE SECOND READING:                                                        
 
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, 
and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly 
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume 
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this 
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her 
alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always 
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’ ~ John 12:1-8 
 

(The second candle extinguished.) 
 
THE THIRD READING:                                                          
 

Then one of the twelve named Judas, Son of Simon the Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests and asked, "What will you give me if I deliver Jesus to you?"  Judas was 
promised thirty pieces of silver.  From that hour he sought an opportunity to betray 
him. ~ Matthew 26:14-16 

(The third candle extinguished.) 
 
 

THE FOURTH READING:                                                        
 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where 
do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He said, 
“Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is 
near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” So the disciples 
did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. When it 
was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he 
said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” And they became greatly 
distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” He 
answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 
The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son 
of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.” 
Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said 
so.” ~ Matt 26:16-25 

(The fourth candle is extinguished.) 
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THE FIFTH READING:                                                                     
 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke 
it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”  Then he took a 
cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for 
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when 
I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” When they had sung the hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives. ~Matt 26: 26-30   
 

(The fifth candle is extinguished) 
 
THE SIXTH READING:                                                       
 

In that upper room, Jesus looked into the eyes of those who would betray him.  
There he told them how much he loved  them--and would still love them.  There he 
said good-bye.  Then he walked out of that room, down the stairs and out into the 
street.   He needed to be by himself, to get away.  And so he took just a few friends 
with him and began to walk down toward the outskirts of town.  He was heading 
for the Mount of Olives, a garden on a hill outside of Jerusalem.  Now, Jerusalem 
itself sits on a hill, a hill called Zion.  So Jesus began walking down and away from 
Zion, the hill of hope.  And to get to the Mount of Olives, the hill of betrayal, Jesus 
had to cross a little valley, a dry, barren valley.  Jesus walked that lonesome valley.  
~Adapted from Matt 26: 36-46 
 

(The sixth candle is extinguished.) 
 
 
THE SEVENTH READING:                                                           
                                                      

When Jesus had crossed the valley of Kidron, he climbed the Mount of Olives and 
halted at a grove called Gethsemane.  Going apart with Peter, James and John, 
he left them on watch and continued a little farther alone.  There he fell on his face 
in anguished prayer, saying, "Father, remove this cup from me if you will.  Yet, not 
my will but thine be done."  ~adapted from Matthew 6:42 
 

(The seventh candle is extinguished.) 
 
 

THE EIGHTH READING:                             
                                   

Suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading 
them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to him, “Judas, is it with a 
kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?”  When those who were around him 
saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword? Then 
one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear.  But Jesus 
said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. ~Luke 22:47-51 
 

(The eighth candle is extinguished.) 
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THE NINTH READING:                                                            
 

Now Peter was warming himself in the courtyard when a small slave girl entered.  
She confronted Peter and said, "You were with this Jesus the Nazarene."  Peter 
quickly denied it, saying, "I do not know what you are talking about."  He went 
outside the gateway just as a cock crowed.  The slave girl followed him and said 
to a bystander, "This man is one of them."  Again, Peter denied knowing Jesus 
just as the cock crowed a second time.  After a little while other bystanders said 
directly to Peter, "Surely you are one of them, for you speak with a Galilean 
accent."  Then Peter began to swear, saying, "I do not know this person of whom 
you speak," but the cock interrupted him as it crowed a third time.  Immediately 
Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, "Before the cock crows today, you 
will deny me three times."   So he went out and wept bitterly. ~John 18:22-27 
 

(The ninth candle is extinguished) 
 
THE TENTH READING:                              
 

When the morning arrived, all of the chief priests, along with the other Roman 
collaborators, bound Jesus and delivered him to Pontius Pilate, the imperial 
Roman governor.  The charges were read.  But Jesus remained silent before 
Pilate.  Pilate then turned to the crowd, offering to release a prisoner as was his 
tradition during the Passover festival.  He would release Jesus the Christ or the 
criminal Jesus Barabbas.  The crowd called for the release of Barabbas and the 
execution of the Christ.  Pilate spoke:  "Shall I crucify your king?"  And the crowd 
answered, "We have no king but Caesar."  So, Jesus was handed over to the 
soldiers for beating and crucifixion.  And Pilate washed his hands of the whole 
affair.  ~adapted from Matthew 27 
 

(The tenth candle is extinguished.) 
                                            

THE ELEVENTH READING:                                                                  
 

A prophecy from Deutero-Isaiah:  Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom 
has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by 
others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others 
hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.  Surely, he has borne 
our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not 
open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken 
away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people. 9They made his grave with the wicked and 
his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his 
mouth. 

 ~Isaiah 53:1-9 
 



(The eleventh candle is extinguished.) 
 
THE FINAL READING:                                                                 
 

Now from midday there was darkness over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon.  At that hour Jesus cried out, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?"  The crowd jeered and taunted him more.  Then Jesus, having uttered a loud 
cry, breathed his last breath.  Thus, Jesus has truly walked through the valley of 
the shadow of death before you.  Every ache and sorrow you have ever faced, 
Christ has also faced.  When we hurt, Christ aches for us.  When our world 
experiences terror and agony, Christ feels that terror and agony from deep inside.  
When hearts are broken, Christ's heart is broken.  And God is crucified.  God does 
not sit apart from us and watch our lives.  God, in Christ lives with us, deep within 
us and walks beside us.  So while the 12th candle will now be extinguished, the 
Christ candle remains lit for his is a love that refuses to die. ~Adapted from 
Matthew 27 and Luke 23  

(The twelfth candle is extinguished.) 
 

 
*BENEDICTION                                                                          

And now may Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, even 
death on a cross, walk with you and strengthen you this night and forever.  
Amen. 

All depart in silence. 
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